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1st Place 
Austin Mauro
Marketing is everything when planning an event! Where does 
Crooms AoIT recruit for this service? Hiring for marketing service 
is very costly. Why go outside of our school when we are very 
fortunate to have talented students who have earned industry 
certifications? We felt that we could use TechFest to also showcase 
their talent so we created the TechFest Poster Contest.

Thank you Concentrix for 
printing this program.

Thank you Ian Schneider for 
sponsoring the luncheon.

Poster Contest

OPEN 
24 HOURS

OrlandoHealth.com/LakeMaryER
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A Special Thank 
You to:

Wayne Densch Performing 
Arts Center

4th Street Bar & Grill

Atlantic Bay Mortgage

Mrs. Karen Almond 

TruLink Solutions
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CroomsCon: More Gaming, More 
Sponsors, More Charity!
CroomsCon is the annual, 13-hour charity gaming festival for Florida students 
in 7th through 12th grade at Crooms Academy. During this amazing one day 
event, Crooms Academy is transformed into a video gaming convention hall. 
There are classrooms filled with Xbox, PlayStation, and Nintendo consoles, 
over 230 PC game stations, as well as thousands of dollars in door prizes, 
raffles, and tournament prizes! We also host two virtual reality rooms, a 
Retro Room, a Dancing Room, a Party Game Room, a Rock Band on stage, 
and a Cosplay Contest! Over the past nine years, CroomsCon guests have 
raised and donated over $44,000 to the Children’s Miracle Network! This 
year, CroomsCon has teamed up with amazing sponsors such as Full Sail, 
Cool Stuff Games, EA Playtesting, and the Microsoft Store to make the event 
bigger and better than ever! 

Are you interested in helping? CroomsCon is always in need of more people 
to loan their gaming equipment as well as more chaperones to help the event 
run smoothly. Please check out our web site at www.CroomsCon.org or email 
Mr. Donnan (clayton_donnan@scps.k12.fl.us) for more detailed information 
about this fantastic and unique event and our philanthropic history!

Robotics

This year Crooms Robotics\TSA Club has gained bright, energetic freshmen 
and sophomores who are excited and enthusiastic. We also have our veteran 
Juniors, who have been in the club since their freshman year.  We will be 
competing at state-level competitions for robotics, design, coding, debate, 
video, and many other subjects. Their passion will show through their products 
and continue to build through their new bonds in the community.  The plan 
for next year is to become involved at the local level to encourage growth 
in personal and team experiences.

With much more knowledge to learn and memories to make, we hope the 
journey for Crooms’ Robotics\TSA Club will be bright going into the future.  

Student Life
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3D Modeling Innovation Showcase

Cybersecurity

Business Professionals of America

Student Showcase

A Special Thanks to our 
Talented Students

Student Ambassadors
The team in Black & White!  Thanks for all the many hours of 
service you provided to Crooms. Representing the leaders of 
tomorrow, you continue to put Crooms on the map!

Video Marketing Team

Josh Pascuito, Beth Lambert, Princess Cotas, Chase Wingard, 
Mariam Sadek, and Joshua Ruiz
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The last 13 years, TechFest has 
raised over

Thank you, stakeholders, for all your support!
$275K

About Our School

College Readiness

Industry Certifications

Work Site Tours

Student Internships

Business Partnerships Teach In

Speakers

6 TechFest.CroomsWeb.org

Why TechFest at  
Crooms AoIT?

As a Sponsor...
• Access to Seminole County Schools best 

and brightest young technical minds

• Access to the parents of our technically-gifted youth

• Opportunity to meet other businesses 
and technology vendors

• Opportunity to create new business 
at a unique  showcase

• Opportunity to meet an innovative high school team

As a Student...
• Opportunity to meet potential future 

employers and explore career options

• Opportunity to explore local educational options

• Opportunity to see some of the latest technology

• Opportunity to hear from the “experts” 
in various career fields

As an Educational Institution...
• Access to gifted young technical minds 

close to post-secondary status

• Opportunity to evaluate students 
showcasing their abilities

• Opportunity to recruit future college students

All proceeds fund...
• Career and college related programs/activities

• Job shadowing and internship opportunities

• Curriculum needs

• Scholarships to Crooms graduates –  
recipients will be presented at the 
Awards Ceremony in April



Involvement

Save the Date & Come Join Us
Our goal is to connect our business leaders 
with our students and teachers.

Business Advisory Council Meetings

•  March 27, 2020 

•  May 22, 2020

•  August 28, 2020

•  October 23, 2020

•  January 22, 2021

•  April 23, 2021

•  May 28, 2021 

Contact Us
CAITBACChair@gmail.com
CAITBACCurriculum@gmail.com
CAITBACJobshadowing@gmail.com
CAITBACMarketing@gmail.com
CAITBACViceChair@gmail.com
CAITBACFundraising@gmail.com
CAITBACScholarship@gmail.com
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Get into IT!

#RCIatCrooms

Teach In Day - November 10, 2020
• http://tinyurl.com/Teach-In-Day  

Summer Internship Expo - April 10, 2020
• http://tinyurl.com/Intern-Employer-Sign-Up  

9th Grade JA Career Success Program
• http://tinyurl.com/JA-Career-Success-Program 

10th Grade JA Enhance Career Success 
• http://tinyurl.com/JA-Enhanced-Career-Success 

Work Site Tour Opportunities
• http://tinyurl.com/Job-Shadowing-Opportunities 

12th Grade JA Personal Finance
• http://tinyurl.com/Personal-Finance-Economics

Senior Portfolio Project
• http://tinyurl.com/Senior-Portfolio-Sign-Up 

Business Advisory Council
• http://tinyurl.com/Partner-In-Excellence

Alumni Invite
• http://tinyurl.com/CroomsAlumni-Invite 

Parents Invitation
• http://tinyurl.com/Parent-Invitation  



Schedule @ a Glance
Session 1 8:00-8:40 

Sponsor Exhibit Hall - Juniors Workshops - Sophomores Keynote Session - Seniors & Freshmen

126 212 227 228 127 201

Get Certified on 
Certifications in 
the Tech World

Matthew A Ruxton
AllPoint POS

How to Pick the Best 
Computer and IT Degree 

Program for You
Bill Gaught

Seminole State College

Healthcare Needs 
More Hackers
Anna Menis

Michael Schmidt
John Wawrzaszek

Orlando Health

Me? A Business Owner?
Pam Hargis

FocalPoint International 
Coaching

Maps, GIS, and Our 
Community

Jose Manuel Salas
Seminole County 

Public Works

Is Elon Perfecting Technology 
on Earth for Use on Mars?

Eric Violland
AAA

Session 2 8:45-9:25
Sponsor Exhibit Hall - Freshmen Workshops - Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors

126 212 213 232 209 224

Get Certified on 
Certifications in 
the Tech World

Matthew A Ruxton
Upserve, a Vista Equity 

Portfolio Company

How to Pick the Best 
Computer and IT Degree 

Program for You
Bill Gaught

Seminole State College

The 2020 Census Count 
- Why It Matters

Lakshmi Sankaran & 
Tony Matthews

Seminole County Government

What Happens on 
Social Media Stays 
on Social Media

Dawn Jensen
Virtual Options

How to Get and Keep a Job 
with the Power of Soft Skills

Daniel Bickford
JDR Property Enrichment and 

Redevelopment Co�

IT Project Management: 
Project Manager is King

Renee Overton-Palma
The Palma Project 

128 226 124 230 201 204 114 227

How the Boeing 737 
Max Disaster Looks to 
a Software Developer

John Marra
Siemens

Me? A Business Owner?
Pam Hargis

FocalPoint International 
Coaching

Maps, GIS, 
and Our 

Community
Jose Manuel 

Salas
Seminole County 

Public Works

Student Virtual 
Wallet - High 
Tech Money 
Management
Nate Melton
PNC Bank

Do You Know 
Where All of Your 
Data Are Going?
Patrick Kelly and 

Ryan Peetz
Seminole County 
Public Schools

Becoming a 
Professional 

Gamer
Seldon Polczynski
Team Fish Taco

Legal Hustle: 
Mental Health is 
Key to Success 

in Business
Pernell Bush

K�E�Y� Counseling 
Solutions

Healthcare Needs 
More Hackers
Anna Menis

Michael Schmidt
John Wawrzaszek

Orlando Health

Session 3 9:30-10:10 
Sponsor Exhibit Hall - Seniors Workshops - Freshmen  Keynote Session - Juniors 

& Sophomores

204 115 128 228 227 114 201 213

Communicating 
in the World
Krissi Clapper

Finastra

Future Avionics 
Technicians

Natasha Gadea
Avionics Technician 

Association 

How the Boeing 
737 Max Disaster 

Looks to a Software 
Developer
John Marra

Siemens

Me? A Business 
Owner?

Pam Hargis
FocalPoint 

International 
Coaching

The Dangers of 
Social Media and 
Online Predators

Special Agent 
Kevin Kaufman

FBI

Legal Hustle: Mental 
Health is Key to 

Success in Business
Pernell Bush

K�E�Y� Counseling 
Solutions

Pathway to 
a Career in 

Cybersecurity
Ken Richmond

Seminole County 
Public Schools

The Future of 
Intelligent Learning 

Technologies: 
Promises and 
Challenges

Dr. Roger Azevedo
UCF

Session 4 10:15-10:55
Sponsor Exhibit Hall - Sophomores Workshops - Freshmen, Juniors & Seniors

124 232 204 201 204 114 115 227

Maps, GIS, and 
Our Community

Jose Manuel Salas
Seminole County 

Public Works

What Happens on 
Social Media Stays 
on Social Media

Dawn Jensen
Virtual Options

Communicating 
in the World
Krissi Clapper

Finastra

From Warehouse 
Worker to IT 

Business Owner
Muntasir Manji
Tech-U-There

Becoming a 
Professional Gamer

Seldon Polczynski
Team Fish Taco

Communicate 
for Success

Brian C White
Veritas

Future Avionics 
Technicians

Natasha Gadea
Avionics Technician 

Association 

Design Thinking 
for Innovation

Shelley Armstrong
Finastra

126 212 128 228 224 213 230 226

Get Certified on 
Certifications in 
the Tech World

Matthew A Ruxton
Upserve, a Vista 
Equity Portfolio 

Company

How to Pick the 
Best Computer 
and IT Degree 

Program for You
Bill Gaught

Seminole State College

How the Boeing 
737 Max 

Disaster Looks 
to a Software 

Developer
John Marra

Siemens

Me? A Business 
Owner?

Pam Hargis
FocalPoint 

International 
Coaching

IT Project 
Management: Project 

Manager is King
Renee Overton-Palma

The Palma Project 

The Future of 
Intelligent Learning 

Technologies: 
Promises and 
Challenges

Dr. Roger Azevedo
UCF

Student Virtual 
Wallet - High 
Tech Money 
Management
Nate Melton
PNC Bank

Bounce Back 
Like a BOSS!
TiAnna Hale

City of Winter Springs
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12

11 12

5
6

7
8

United 
States 
Marine 
Corps

DACG

Addition 
Financial

employU 
Inc*

NCS

United Data 
Technology 
Inc.

Science 
Education 
in the Next 
Dimension 

TechFest 
Mobil 
App

Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical 
University

BPA

Verizon

ECPI 
University

3

26

25
22

21

Astronics 
Test 
Systems

Yearbook 

Orlando 
Credit 
Union

RLH sponsors 
Florida 
Prosperity 
Partnership

NAF

Full Sail 
University

9

20
19

17
16

15
18

27

13

24
23

32

31
28

29
Foundation 
for Seminole 
State 
College of 
Florida, Inc.

Finastra

Orlando 
Sanford 
International 
Airport

Game and 
Simulations / 
Crooms Con

Robotics

Certiport, a 
Pearson 
VUE 
Business

Orlando Health

 Hospitality table 

4

8:00 - Juniors
8:45 - Freshmen
9:30 - Seniors
10:15  -Sophomores 

Luncheon 
Sponsored by: 

Restrooms

Veritas TechnologiesS
tudent E

ntrance
V

isitor/S
ponsor E

ntrance

30

United 
States 
Army 

Exhibit Area
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How to Accidentally End Up Doing 
Everything You Ever Wanted to Do
 Kunal Patel, BrandXR

In the world of technology sometimes something as simple as showing up can lead 
to serendipity or happy accidents that can create life changing opportunities and 
events.

Kunal Patel is an Orlando tech leader and serial entrepreneur with over 15 years of 
experience in roles spanning leadership, software development, sales and creative 
partnerships. He serves as co-founder and CTO of brandXR, a VR & AR & Immersive 
content creation platform for driving sales, marketing, education, and business goals, 
which in 2017 won Most Innovative technology by the Orlando Business Journal. 
Kunal is a firm believer in not waiting for something great to simply happen to you, 
but rather taking action and creating your own luck. Over the past few years he’s 
led the charge on creating jobs, business and serendipitous opportunities within the 
gaming and technology industries. He is a 2017 40 under 40 Award Winner from 
the Orlando Business Journal for his numerous industry initiatives.

Keynote Speaker

All interested employers can register at tinyurl.com/Intern-Employer-Sign-Up 
Contact Casey Brown at browncz3@scps.k12.fl.us for more details.

Host an Intern
Help students gain valuable experience and credit 

Intern Expo-Friday, April 10

10 TechFest.CroomsWeb.org



Get Certified with Certifications in the Tech 
World

Matthew A Ruxton
AllPoint POS

A+, Network+, CMNO, CMNA, SFDC and more! The tech world 
loves its acronyms and certifications! Join me where I’ll explain what 
certifications are out there, when you need them, and when to get 
started discovering what you want to do. Q+A Session available - 
Crooms AOIT Alumni.

How to Pick the Best Computer and IT 
Degree Program for You

Bill Gaught
Seminole State College

This presentation targets students who have an interest in pursuing a 
college degree in computers or information technology. The various 
types of associate and bachelor’s degrees offered in Central Florida 
will be discussed so students can make informed decisions regarding 
the best college degree for them.

How the Boeing 737 Max Disaster Looks 
to a Software Developer

John Marra
Siemens

Modern aircraft are heavily reliant on software for critical features 
such as flight control. This presentation explores what went wrong in 
the design process that caused two crashes and killed 346 people..

Me? A Business Owner?
Pam Hargis

FocalPoint International Coaching
Do you have great ideas or a product/ service that would benefit 
others? Have you dreamed of joining millions of others in owning 
a business? Does the idea of working for yourself, and being your 
own boss excite you? If you answered YES to one or more of these 
questions, then “Me? A Business Owner?” is the TechFest XIV Workshop 
you won’t want to miss! This high-energy, high-participation session 
provides eager participants realistic tips and techniques to discov-
ering if business ownership is the right path to take now or in the 
future. Learn proven steps to implement immediately that will guide 

you towards entrepreneurship success

From Warehouse Worker to IT Business 
Owner

Muntasir Manji
Tech-U-There

This presentation will talk about how I went from a warehouse 
worker to an owner of an IT company. It will also talk about the 
steps taken and lessons learned.

Maps, GIS, and Our Community
Jose Manuel Salas

Seminole County Public Works
Everyday thousands of public employees work with maps to improve 
the quality of life for Seminole County residents. Using geographic 
information systems, (GIS) Seminole County is able to provide emer-
gency services, manage infrastructure, support conservation, and 
much more! This session will offer students a chance to see some of 
the different types of map and mapping applications being used 
throughout our community.

Is Elon Perfecting Technology on Earth for 
Use on Mars?

Eric Violland
AAA

In this lighthearted presentation, we’ll explore companies such as 
Tesla, SpaceX and The Boring company to see how the work Elon 
Musk is doing can one day allow for humans to inhabit Mars. 

The 2020 Census Count - Why It Matters
Lakshmi Sankaran & Tony Matthews

Seminole County Government
Beginning in March 2020, households in America will begin 
receiving an invitation from the U.S. Census Bureau to partic-
ipate in the 2020 Census. Residents will have the option of 
responding by computer or mobile device, or by telephone. 
Preparation however, began two years ago with the County 
helping to clarify every eligible address using GIS (Geographic 
Information Systems). Counting those who do not respond is a 
challenge. See how important data is to the census count, how 
important responses to the count are, and how the census results 
affect our future.

What Happens on Social Media Stays on 
Social Media

Dawn Jensen
Virtual Options

Learn how to build your professional presence online and why it 
matters for college applications and your first job. 

Do You Know Where All of Your Data Are 
Going?

Patrick Kelly and Ryan Peetz
Seminole County Public Schools

Come learn about some of the latest cyber threats and ways in 
which you can protect your data from falling into the wrong hands.

Workshops
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How to Get and Keep a Job with the 
Power of Soft Skills

Daniel Bickford
JDR Property Enrichment and Redevelopment Co�

Do you know what it takes to get and keep a job? Even the smartest 
person can get fired from a job if they say the wrong thing to the 
right (or wrong) person. Learn some of the right and wrong things to 
say to an interviewer, a boss, and even coworkers. We will discuss 
things like greetings, conversation skills, appropriate humor, appro-

priate language and more.

IT Project Management: Project Manager is 
King

Renee Overton-Palma
The Palma Project

Software Development, Engineering, Infrastructure and more! 
Technology projects are everywhere and the Project Manager is 
KING! Are you prepared to: (1) kick a project off successfully, (2) 
keep moving without supervision, (3) combat things like procrasti-
nation, (4) visualize/anticipate/analyze tasks and finally (5) get 
a project team to the finish line? Students will struggle to meet 
deadlines and to find ways through what feels like chaos. Learning 
how to break apart tasks, chart your progress and begin to see 
work differently starts here with a little PM Magic! Get introduced 
to skills that can help you navigate your life and your future career.

The Future of Intelligent Learning 
Technologies: Promises and Challenges

Dr. Roger Azevedo
UCF

This presentation focuses on the use of intelligent learning technologies 
that adapt to individual student’s needs during learning, reasoning, 
and problem solving. I will focus on describing interdisciplinary meth-
ods used to make current (e.g., serious games augmented reality) and 
future (e.g., intelligent virtual humans) learning technologies intelligent 
to support student learning across STEM and non-STEM disciplines. 

Communicating in the World
Krissi Clapper
Finastra

In this workshop, I will go through some important nonverbal and 
social skills that everyone should know in order to be a better 
communicator. These skills include listening, body language, eye 
contact, space, voice and so on. I will take the knowledge that I 
learned while studying Human Communication at the University 
of Central Florida and bring it to the classroom for these students. 
We communicate with someone daily whether that is in person 
or via a cell phone; knowing the do’s and don’ts can help out 
tremendously.

Pathway to a Career in Cybersecurity
Ken Richmond

Seminole County Public Schools
Stop spinning your wheels. A data-driven approach to identifying 
cybersecurity career opportunities, collecting skills required for those 
careers, and the necessary career path to get there.

Becoming a Professional Gamer
Seldon Polczynski

Team Fish Taco
As of late, Esports, YouTube, and streaming have become very 
lucrative professions. Have you wondered how to break into the 
scene? In this workshop we will review the different strategies that 
will maximize your chances of success. 

Student Virtual Wallet - High Tech Money 
Management

Nate Melton
PNC Bank

Discussion of basic money management principles utilizing the demo 
of the PNC Student Virtual Wallet with focus on the high tech tools 
that facilitate monitoring of spending, budgeting, short & long-term 
goal setting, electronic transfer of funds, bill pay and calendar 
management.

Design Thinking for Innovation
Shelley Armstrong

Finastra
Design Thinking is a process that has been used for decades to create 
better products, services, experiences, keeping people’s needs at the 
core. This introduction is meant to give you the tools to use design 
thinking methodologies to solve problems together more creatively, 
with greater empathy, and have fun while you are at it!

Future Avionics Technicians
Natasha Gadea

Avionics Technician Association 
Our hands-on program provides the practical knowledge in 
students to troubleshoot and work in all electrical systems in an 
aircraft. The student will gain the knowledge of wiring, installing, 
and the correct usage of tools in the aviation industry. In addition, 
the student will have the opportunity to develop soldering skills 
using NASA and FAA standards techniques. Avionica USA as 
part of UCF continuing education program is committed to train 
and prepare technicians for the future.

Workshops
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Communicate for Success
Brian C White

Veritas
Communicating for Success is the fastest way to achieve excellence. 
When people learn to communicate effectively, there are more 

opportunities for success and happiness.

Legal Hustle: Mental Health is Key to 
Success in Business

Pernell Bush
K�E�Y Counseling Solutions

This workshop introduces young adults to the nature of business 
and entrepreneurship as a vehicle for making money by creating 
wealth and producing goods and services for a profit in a free 
enterprise economy. Emphasis is on different forms of business orga-
nizations, including sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporations, 
joint ventures and not-for-profit enterprises. Youth will learn how to 
identify, assess and develop a business plan as well as how to find 
and evaluate business opportunities. The attendees will also gain 
understanding of the importance of taking care of their mental 
health to achieve the success they desire.

The Dangers of Social Media and Online 
Predators

Special Agent Kevin Kaufman
FBI

The presentation will focus on the dangers of social media 
and the consequences of posting too much online.  This 
presentation will open your eyes to the dangerous predators 
that are out to get you through grooming and enticement 
techniques.

Healthcare Needs More Hackers
Anna Menis, Michael Schmidt and  
John Wawrzaszek

Orlando Health
Learn why the future of healthcare requires finding creative and inno-
vative solutions to address our biggest challenges. From technology 
that monitors blood loss in surgery, to securing millions of medical 
records, to apps that asses a newborn baby’s health – healthcare 
needs more hackers to develop the solutions for tomorrow. Hear from 
Innovation and IT leaders on how we do it here at Orlando Health. 

Bounce Back Like a Boss
TiAnna Hale

City of  Winter Springs
No matter what life throws at you, bounce back like a boss! No 
matter where life takes you or how overwhelming life is, you too, 
can overcome anything..

 

Workshops

TechFest Mobile App

Daniel Bryan, Mark Bruckert, Brayden Schiffermiller, Ryan Gross, Kasey 
Bartholomew, Owen Burns, and Chris Rugenstein 

Visit www.croomstechfest.org to learn about 
TechFest XIV.

Try the App version by sending, sharing or adding 
to the home screen on your device. Please down-
load the app to experience the conference.
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Sponsors

   Junior Sponsor

   Sophomore Sponsors

   Freshman Sponsors
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Dr. Walt Griffin, Superintendent
Crooms Academy of Information Technology (AOIT) continues to oper-
ate on the leading edge of public education. The mission of Crooms 
AOIT is to provide innovative teaching and learning in a technolo-
gy-enriched environment and to engage students in an academically 
challenging curriculum that prepares them for post-secondary educa-
tion with industry validated technology skills. No one does that better 
than the teachers and administrators at Crooms AOIT! 

The school received national recognition in 2013 when it was rated 
the #1 Connected High School in the United States by US News 
and World Report, and the accolades have continued to roll in since 
then! Crooms AOIT and its students have received numerous honors 
recently, including: 

Designation by NAF (National Academy Foundation) as a 
Distinguished Academy for the 10th year in a row. Just 55 schools in 
the United States earned this honor last year. 

Selection by the Magnet Schools of America as a 2018 Merit School 
of Excellence, MSA’s highest and most prestigious recognition.

Award-winning performance in STEM-related competitions, including 
Science, Engineering, Communication, Mathematics, and Enrichment 
(SECME), Business Professionals of America (BPA), and regional and 
state science fairs. 

Even more important than all of these accolades, I am very proud 
of the school’s commitment to a world-class education for all of its 
students. In 2019, Crooms AOIT achieved a 100% graduation rate. 
Performance at this level requires herculean efforts by the faculty, 
staff, and community to ensure that students have the support they 
need to meet the high stan¬dards for graduation from Crooms AOIT.

 

One of the premier benefits of attending Crooms AOIT is the oppor-
tunity to complete high school with one or more nationally recognized 
industry certifications. In 2019-20, Crooms AOIT students earned 
professional credentials in Microsoft Office, Adobe Creative Suite 
including Photoshop, Flash, Premiere Pro, Illustrator, and InDesign, 
Cisco Certified Network Associate, CompTIA A+, and Microsoft 
Technology Associate--Windows Operating System Fundamentals. 
All of these credentials serve as evidence of the advanced skills 
that graduates of Crooms AOIT take with them to college and the 
workplace. 

Crooms AOIT and Seminole State College continue to maintain a 
strong partnership, providing dual enrollment (college credit) oppor-
tunities beginning as early as the 9th grade. This year marks the 
fourth cohort of Crooms AOIT students completing their Associate 
in Arts degree from Seminole State College while still in high school. 
This program saves families thousands of dollars in tuition and fees. 
In addition to dual enrollment, Crooms AOIT continues to offer a 
rigorous Advanced Placement (AP) Program that provides students 
with the opportunity to take college level courses and earn college 
credit through the College Board AP Testing Program. 

Crooms AOIT is also a recognized leader in providing students 
with mentors from the business community and internships with local 
employers. These work experiences give students the opportunity to 
apply the skills they learn in the classroom to challenging situations 
in the world of work. These opportunities are made possible by the 
strong Business Advisory Council that supports the school and by the 
dedicated and focused work of Principal, Dr. Brandon Hanshaw. 

I sincerely appreciate your commitment to TechFest XIV, which has 
become a great tradition at this school. Seminole County Public 
Schools values your partnership with Crooms AOIT; by sharing your 
time and expertise, you are ensuring the growth of a strong talent 
pipeline in our vibrant community. 

Dr. Brandon Hanshaw, Principal
I would like to personally welcome members of the Crooms 
Academy of Information Technology Business Advisory Council, 
Central Florida leaders in business and industry, representa-
tives from post-secondary institutions, community members, and 
Crooms AOIT Alumni to our annual TechFest Event. 

Talent in computer science and information technology continues 
to be in high demand and the technology curriculum at Crooms 
Academy of Information Technology enables students to special-
ize in networking, programming, gaming, modeling and simu-
lation, computer repair, digital media, and cyber security to 
address these industry needs. 

Crooms Academy of Information Technology continues to deliver 
a high quality education for our students which includes a strong 
core academic curriculum and mastery learning in a range of 
information technology program strands. The TechFest student 
conference is a critical element of our program as the event 
directly connects our students to business professionals and higher 
learning institutions which strengthens the workforce readiness 
pipeline and the partnership between industry and education. 

Your investment in Tech Fest is an investment in our students. I 
would like to thank you for your partnership and continued 
support of Crooms Academy of Information Technology.

Thank You

Kate Crockett, Fundraising Committee Chair
On behalf of the Crooms Academy Business Advisory Council, 
thank you for your participation and generous sponsorships in 
support of Crooms TechFest XIV. This event is a success year 
over year because of amazing sponsors and speakers like you 
and your company.  It is always encouraging to see a group, 
as diverse as this, come together for such a worthy cause. This 
year we reached our goal of raising over $30,000! Because of 
the hard work from the BAC, staff, faculty, ambassadors, speak-
ers and sponsors, we will be able to provide many scholarships, 

internships and curriculum support. Perhaps most exciting, we are 
all a part of preparing these students for success. As the fundrais-
ing chair for TechFest this year, I want to thank the entire Crooms 
TechFest team for your enthusiasm and support. Next year we will 
continue our journey together to reach the Crooms 100! We hope 
to see everyone next year, again thank you for your dedication 
and commitment; you are truly making a difference in providing 

“The Future of IT: The Students of Tomorrow”.
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Become a   
Business Partner

Sign up @
croomsbac.org/partners-in-excellence/

Contact Cathy Alper
Business to School Liaison

Cathy_Alper@scps.k12.fl.us
407-320-5749

Join the  
Crooms 100 Team

Our goal is to  
Recharge our commitment to  

building future leaders,
Connect with our business community, and 

Invest in our students.

#RCIatCrooms

Opportunities for  
Business Partners

• The Business  Advisory Council • 
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• Field Trips • Guest Speakers • Business 

Sponsored Workshops • Internship 

Opportunities • Job Shadowing • 

Sponsorships • TechFest Events • 
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